
An important part of getting to know 

Jesus is getting to know his family - a 

big, sprawling, rowdy family. Jesus 

could have picked only the model 
citizens, I suppose; the polite ones 

who resolve disagreement without 
raising their voices. Instead, he invited 
everyone, so his followers have 
different backgrounds, perspectives 
and ideas about how we should meet 

together and act in between times. 

It sounds like the recipe for chaos, 

but fortunately none of us were left in 

charge - Jesus was.

The metaphor the Bible uses to 

describe the church is a human body: 

Jesus is the head, and his followers 

make up all the parts of the body. No 

matter how different we are, no matter 

how differently we do things from each 

other, all of us are needed and have a 

permanent home in the body.

This means we’re part of the church 

even when we’re not meeting other 
Christians. We’re the scattered church 

during the week and gathered church 

when we meet on Sundays and in 
connect groups. Meeting together 

gives us a chance to encourage each 
other and notice if someone needs 

help or care. It’s also a chance to 

counter all the messages we hear 

during the week about what the “good 

life” looks like, reminding ourselves 
what God says about what it means to 

be human and how to live in the power 
of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.

Hebrews 10:25 
And let us not neglect our meeting 

together, as some people do, but 

encourage one another, especially now 

that the day of his return is drawing 

near.

If you want to check out the first church 
read.. Acts 2:42-47. 

God promises to be there right with us 

when we meet together in his name.

Matthew 18:20
For where two or three gather together 

as my followers, I am there among 

them. 

God’s people are his family
Ephesians 2:19
So now you Gentiles are no longer 
strangers and foreigners. You are 

citizens along with all of God’s holy 

people. You are members of God’s 

family.

When we place our faith in Christ, God becomes our Father, we become his children, other 
believers become our brothers and sisters, and the church becomes our spiritual family. The 
family of God includes all believers in the past, the present, and the future – Rick Warren
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Check out more about being part 
of God’s family…
Matthew 12:49-50

Galatians 6:10

Hebrews 13:1-3
James 1:18

God’s people are his children.
Romans 8:15
So you have not received a spirit that 
makes you fearful slaves. Instead, 
you received God’s Spirit when he 
adopted you as his own children.  

Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”

Check out more about being 
God’s child…
Romans 8:16-17

Galatians 3:26

Ephesians 3:6

1 Peter 1:3-4

1 John 4:7-8

God’s people are called the body 
of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 & 27
The human body has many parts, 

but the many parts make up one 

whole body. So it is with the body of 
Christ.  Some of us are Jews, some 
are Gentiles,  some are slaves, and 

some are free. But we have all been 
baptized into one body by one 

Spirit, and we all share the same 
Spirit.
All of you together are Christ’s body, 

and each of you is a part of it.

Check out the rest of that 
scripture and others explaining 
the body of Christ…
1 Corinthians 10:17

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Ephesians 4:4-13

Colossians 1:18

Colossians 1:24

Living in unity as the family of 
God.
John 13:35
Your love for one another will 
prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.”’

Check out more verses about how 
to live as part of His family…
John 15:12

Romans 12:10

Romans 13:8

1 John 4:7-8

James 2:14-18

What would help you to feel more part of God’s family?
Like any family, we work better when we are all involved. How can 
you be involved at church? What skills do you bring to this community?


